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CANNON-STREET, MANCHESTER, 


BY THE REV. CALEB WARHURST, 


A Miniſter of remarkable Affection and Zeal, equalled by few 
in his Time, 


* * It may ſeem particular, that this SER- 
MON ſhould appear in public now, the Au- 
thor having been dead above Twelve Tears; 
the Reader is deſired io take Notice, it was not 
intended by the Author for public Inſpefton, 
nor do thoſe FRIENDS {at whoſ- particular re- 
queſt it is now made public) think it preferable 
to any other he preached, but as it is the only 
one found among his Papers in Long Hand ; 
and being on an uſeful Subject, their dęſire of 
having ſomething by them of the Works of a Man 
Jo much beloved, is the Reaſon why the Reader 
is /avoured with a ſight of this. 
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S E R M O N. 
ACTS: 14, 36 


And by Him all that belicve are juſlified from 
all Things, from which ye could not be juſli- 
fied by the Law of Moſes. 


T N the preceding chapters the ſacred hiſtorian is giving us 
on account of the ſpreading of the Goſpel amongſt the Jews, 
2 chiefly by St. Peter's preaching or miniſtry ; and proceeds in 
this chapter to give us an account alſo of the wonderful pro- 
pagation of it amongſt the Gentiles, by the inſtrumentality of 
Paul and Barnabas. It was ſaid by old Siincon, Luke 2, 32, 
That he ſbould be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of his people ſſrael. And 1o it came to pals, there being 
many of the ſews gathered in, but much more of the Gen- 
tiles, according to the Prophet II. 54, 1, Sing © barren thou 
that didft not bear, &c. 

We may obſerve that in the 11th chapter of s book, that 
upon the perſecution that roſe about Stephen, the Diſciples were 
— ſcattered hither and thither ; and ſome happened to go down *Y 
to Antioch, and preach the Lord Jeſus, and many belizved. Hes © 
| Satan was here beaten with his own weapons, While he is 
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pe rſecuting the Chriſtians and ſcattering them. they are ſcat- 
tering the ſeed of the Goſpel, and pulling down his kingdom, 
the blood of the martyrs is the ſeed of the church. Theſe 
Diſciples that went to Antioch were of Cyprus and Cyrene, and \ 
the hands of the Lord was with them in afſiſting them to ſpeak = 
with power and demonſtration, an. bleſſing their labours. 1 
i When God takes the work into his hands, his miniſters ſhall | 
work wonders. p 
Now when the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem had heard this, that bo 
many were converted to the faith at Antioch, they ſent Bar- 
nabas ; no doubt it was matter of joy to hear that the work of 
their Lord and. der * roing on in any place, even though 
it was by men of C. „ - Cyrene : probably theſe were 
not commiſſioned by the Apoſtles, but God had commiſſioned 
them, and confirmed their miſſion, by bleſſing their labours ; 
certainly it is the moſt valid proof of a perſons being ſent of 
God, if he makes him inſtrumental to the converſion of ſouls, 


whatever men may think of it. They ſent Barnabas, who was — 9 
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a good man, and full of the holy ghoſt, and of faith ; a very 
proper perſon to carry on the work; theſe are certainly the 
moſt excellent qualifications of a miniſter of Chriſt ; full ot 
the holy ghoſt, and of faith, and a good man. He was ſound 
in the faith had the ſpirit of God with him, and his life and 
preaching were agreeable ; he was all of a piece, and we find 
his labours were ſucceſsful, ** much people were added to the 
Lord.” Now Barnabas having ſtaid there awhile, we find, he 
went forth to ſeek Saul, as knowing bim to be a very proper 
and fit perſon to carry on the work that and 
having found him, brought him to Antioch, and there they 
Joined together heart and hand, for the ſpace of a year, preach- 
ing the Goſpel, and no doubt many were added to the church, 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved: O how beautiful it is, when mini- 
ſters (having a ſingle eye to the glory of God, and the good of 
ſouls) can join together, ſpeaking the ſame things, and helping 
one another in the work of the Lord. | WES" 4 

Now in the beginning of this chapter where our text is, we 
are told who they were that were prophets or teachers in the 
church at Antioch ; they were no leis than five; Chriſt was 
now making good his promiſe ; he was now aſcended up on 

high, led captivity captive, and piving gifts to men ; now he 
was ſending paſtors after his owa heart; here was Barnabas, 
Simeon, and Lucias, and Manzn, and Saul; probably theſe 
three were there before Barnabas and Saul came. It is very 
obſervable, that this Manzn had been brought up with Herod, 
he was a courtier, and yet now became a preacher, now a fol- 
lower of the deſpiſed Galilean : O the wonders of grace ! Not 
many mighty, not many noble are called ; but here is one, 
from a courtier turned preacher ; ſome think he was converted 
by John Baptiſt preaching ; however it was, no doubt he was 
converted, and like Moſes now choſe rather to ſuffer affſiction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin 
for a ſeaſon. Now we find that when theſe miniſters were 
together and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ** Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called them.” 
They had been labouring together for the Lord in this 
place, and been inſtrumental in raiſing up a church: now God 
thought fit to viſit ſome other countries and cities, and there- 
fore he ſaid ſeperate &c. They were now going out upon an 
extraordinary errand, and therefore they were ſet apart by fa ſt- 


ing, prayer, and impoſition of hands; we do not find it was 
ſo with the other teachers, when they went to Antioch ; but 
here it is thought proper that Paul and Barnabas ſhould be 
thus ſolemnly ſet apart ; they had preached the Goſpe!, and 
been inſtrumental in converting fouls before, which proved 
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their miſſion from God ; but now it is thought fit to ſeparate 


them thus more peculiarly to their work. Paul and Barna- 
bas being thus ſent forth, they paſs from one place to anothet 
preaching the Goſpel of the kingdom, until they come to ano- 
ther Antioch in Priidia ; and as their manner was, went into 
the ſynagogue of the Jews ; for though the Apoſtles were ſent 
chiefly to the Gentiles, yet we find they tendered it firſt to the 
Jews ; ſo here we find, that after the reading of the law and 
the prophets, the rulers of the ſynagogue ſaid unto them, ſay- 
ing, © Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhorta- 
tion to the people, ſay on.” How they came to know that 
they were preachers is not certain, or why the rulers were 
-ſo kind ; perhaps this may be aſcribed to the over-ruling pro- 
vidence of God; however, having this fair and favourable 
opportnnity, Paul (that bold champion in his maſter's cauſe) 
ſtood up, and beckning with his hand, began his ſermon ; a 
notable ſermon indeed ! It conſiſts of three parts; 1. The 
preface or prologue. 2. The hiſtorical part. 3. The prac- 
tical part. His preface : he beckening with his hand, faid, 
« Ye men of Iſracl, and ye that fear God, give audiente. 
And then, 2, in order to gain better on his auditory, and to 
bring about that which he chiefly intended, he runs through 
a — of the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. concerning the 
privileges and favours God beſtowed on them. This he runs 
to David, and from him ſweetly glides into a deſeription of 
Chriſt, his promiſed ſeed; this he confirms by John Baptiſt's 
miniſtry or teſtimony and then"comes to make application of 
what he had delivered, Men and brethren, &c. io you is 
the word of this ſalvation ſent, &c. and then goes on further to 
ſhew the death and reſurrection of Chriſt. Now as this was 
moſt difficult to be believed by them; becauſe you know the 
Jews had given large money to the ſoldiers, to ſay, that his 
Diſciples came by night and ſtole him away, and this, no 
doubt, was ſpread amongſt them; ſo the Apoſtle endeavours 
to prove it, and this he does plainly from what is ſaid in the 
2d Pſalm, and alſo in 16th, which he ſhews could not be ap- 
plied to David himſelf, but to Chriſt, who ſaw no corruption: 
and having thus proved the point, he is endeavouring to preſs 
it home upon their minds, by an uſe of exhortation and com- 
fort and terror; Be it known, &c. Now the words I firſt 
read to you, you ſee, are a part of St Paul's application of this 
excellent ſermon at Antioch, by which he is endeavouring to 
bring them oft, from truſting and depending on their law for 
juſtihcation. The words are very comprehenſive, and may 
include almoſt all the Goſpel ; and as they were neceſſary to 
be preached by the people at Antioch, ſo 1 think they are al- 
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together neceſſary now; for it is by the ſame Jeſus that you 
and I muſt be juſtified ; it is by the fame faith we muſt be 


ſaved. I would, therefore, in the words of the Apoſtle, ſay, 


Be it known unto you, therefore, that ye are no before me, tbat 
through this man, &c. ih 

The great doctrine that is couched in the words is, that of 
Juſtification, which is of the higheſt importance, without which 
we cannot be happy here, nor happy hereafter ; on this de- 
pends our peace with God, the acceptance of our perſons 
and ſervices, and our eternal ſalyation; if we are not juſtified, 
we can never be glorified z therefore it may well be thought 
neceſſary to be acquainted with this fundamental article of 
our faith, as Luther Articulus flantis aut Cadentis Eccleſia, 
And that I may be ſome way helpful to thoſe that are igno- 
rant of this grand point, and ſtabliſh thoſe that know it, I 
ſhall proceed in the following method: 

I. Shew what it is to be juſtified, 

II. How we muſt be juſtified, not by Moſes but Chriſt, 

III. What we are juſtified from; from all things. 

IV. Who they are that are juſtified ; all that believe, 

V. Apply the whole. | 

Iſt, Then, I am to ſhew, what it is to be juſtified, or what 
is meant by the term; and I cannot give a better definition 
of this, or more agreeable to the ſacred Scriptures, than that 
given by the reverend aſſembly of divines in their ſhorter Ca- 
techiſm, It is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardon- 


eth all our fins, and accepteth us as righteous in his ſight, 


only for the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to us, and re- 
ceived by faith alone.” So that juſtification confiſts of two 
parts; 1ſt, pardon of fin ; 2d, the acceptation of our perſons 
as righteous. Juſtification is a word often uſed by the Apoſtle, 
it is a law term, of a forenſick ſignification, and is always uſed 
to ſignify a perſon pronounced righteous, upon finding him on 
trial to be ſo ; it is oppoſed to a judicial ſentence of condem- 
nation; you know a criminal being upon trial found guilty, 
he has a ſentence pronounced upon him, a ſentence of con- 
demnation ; but if he be found upon trial not guiilty, he has 
a ſentence of abſolution pronounced on him, that he is to be ab- 
ſolved, or juſtified legally ; ſo when any are juſtified before 
God, they are ſuch as on ſtrict trial and examination are found 
not guilty, but perfectly righteous and innocent; and there- 
fore have a ſentence of abſolution paſſed on them. But if 
this be ſo, if none are juſtified but ſuch as are found perfectly 
righteous, and free from all crimes that can be laid againſt 
them, how then can man be juſtified with God ? Job, 25, 4: 
Yea, may we not repeat the queſtion ? How can man be * 
e 
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fled with God ? We that are ſinners, we that have broke his 
laws, and diſobeyed his commands ; if we are arraigned, called 
to the bar of Go, our cauſe examined, and evidence produced 
againſt us, we ſhall be found guilty, Rom. 3, 19. Every 
h month will be flopped, and all the ui become guilty before 
God. Now is it not a queſtion of the Jaſt importance to 
know how man muſt be juſtiſied with God? And the an- 
ſwer to this was the ſecond thing I propoſed to ſhew ; and 
this may be done both negatively and politiv.ly, (as itis expreſſed 
in our law text) not by the law of Moſes, but dy him, meaning 
Chriſt, iſt, negatively, Not by the law of Moles; by this we 
may underſtand both the ceremonial law, and the moral law ; 
for neither of theſe can juſtify us before God, as may be proved, 
iſt, With regard to the ceremonial law: this was ouly a ſha- 
dow of good things to come, Heb, 10, 1, 2, &c. It is not 
poſſible that the blood of bulls and goats ſhould take away fin ; 
God indecd appointed them, but they were only as types and 
figures, and could never make the comers thereunto perfect; 
if they had not faith to look through theſe to a greater ſacrifice 
of atonement, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they could not re- 
ceive the pardon of fin, nor be juſtified before God ; it is not 
poſſible that the, &c. it is not poſſidle two ways (i) from divine 
inſtitution, they were never appointed to take away fin, they 
were a ſhadow of it, to repreſent it, but never deſigned to do 
it ; no, the blood that was to be the ſacrifice of atonement for 
ſin, was ſhed from the foundation of the world; and there» 
fore God, in the appointment of theſe, would only repreſent, 
not ſuperſede that great ſacrifice, (2) It was impoſſible as to 
the nature of things : How could the blood of a beaſt expiate, 
or take away the ſin of a man? How could the ſprinkling of 
the blood of theſe beaſts juſtify the ſinner in the ſight of God? Full 
ſatisfaction mult be made for fin, before fin could be expiated ; 
and thus theſe ſacrifices could never do ; no, they were alto- 
gether inſufficient, If we offer thouſands of rams, or ten 
thouſand rivers of oil; if we give our firſt-born for our tranſ- 
greſſion, or the fruit of our body for the fin of our foul, it 
will not avail ; we are never the nearer juſtification in the ſight 
of God, Micah 6, 6, 7. 40 Pl. 6, Sacrifice and Offering 
thou didſt not defire. Pſalm 51, 16, Thou defireſt not ſacri- 
fice, &c. David was ſenſible that burnt offerings and ſa- 
crifices were not ſufficient to waſh away ſins ; “ Thou de- 
lighteſt not in burnt offecing ; that is, by way of expiation, 
otherwile I would have given it,” But (2) How can man be 
juſtified with God? Not by the law of Moles, as it may be 
underſtood of the moral law; by the decds of the law no | 
fle ſn can be juſtified, Rom. 3, 20, Gal. 2, 10. Now that the 

Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle means the moral and not the ceremonial law, as ſome 
affirm, (I think) is evident from the antitheſes that is here. 
It is not, I hambly conceive, betwixt that of the ceremonial 
law and the moral law ; but betwixt the law of works called 
the deeds of the law, and the law of faith ; and if we obſerve 
the Apoſtle's arguments, they are very ſtrong and nervous to 
prove the point; that by the deeds of the moral law no fleſh 
can be juſtified. By the expreſſion, no fleſh, he means no per- 
ſon, whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free; they are all alike 
for that, for he had before proved, that all have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God; and that all the world is guilty 
befoi e God. Now one reaſon he gives for this is, becauſe (ſays 
he) by the law is the knowledge of fin ; that is, it diſcovers 
ſin to us, and condems for it; that is all the law can do, and 
that it is all it was deſigned to do, it was 2dded becauſe of 
tranſgreſſions until the ſeed ſhould come, Gal. 3, 19. It was 
given as a ſchool maſter, to bring us to Chriſt, but never to 
juſtify us-; no, it cannot, becauſe it condemns us; the ſame 
law cannot acquit and condemn at the ſame time ; a man (as 
I have obſerved) muſt be perfectly righteons before he can be 
juſtified legally, and as we have all broken the law, are origi- 
inally and actually ſinners; ſo we are condemned by it: It is 
ſtrict and holy it will not admit of the leaſt deviation from it, 
either in thought, word, or deed; it requires perfe&t obe- 
dience from the beginning of our time to the end of it; and if 
we offend in one point, we are guilty of all, Gal. 3, 16, In- 
deed if we could perform this perfect perſonal, and perpe- 
tual obedience ; we might be juſtified before God and have 
whereof to glory; but alas we cannot; we have leſt our pow- 
er; none ever could keep the law of God perfectly but the 
firſt Adam; none ever did keep it perfectly but the ſecond 
Adam, and therefore in this ſenſe we cannot be juſtified by the 
law of Moles. Another reaſon may be this, becauſe all we do 
or can do is but a debt we owe to God, and his law ; and 
could it be ſuppoſed that we could obſerve the law perfectly 
the remaing part of our lives, it is but what the law requires 
this future obedience could never make amends for our paſt neg- 
ligence, for our paſt tranſgreſſions ; the caſe is evident, ſup- 
poſe you ſtand debtor to any perſon ; and you ſay I am not 
able to pay the debt; but if you'll favour me with what I 
want, I will pay you for the future; now will the payment for 
thoſe goods you receive afterwards, diſcharge the old core? 


No, that ſtands uncancelled till, juſt ſo it is with us, as ſin- 
ners, if we think to be juſtified by the law; many are thinking 
if they have ſome good thoughts, if they leave off ſome of their 
old ſins, go to church or meeting, do juſtice between 2 
an 
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and man, &c. that God will accept them and juſtify em; do 


you think ſo my brethren ! if you do you are ſadly miſtaken ; 
by the deeds of the law no fleſh can be juſtified could you keep 
it perfectly to yours life's end, (which I am fully perſuaded 
nether you or any man liviſſg can do) you could not be juſtified 
by it; no, there is an old debt to pay, and it is not all our du- 
ties, ſervices, cries, or tears that can expiate the leaſt fin, or 
make ſatisfaction to God's j uſtice for the leaſt of our offences: 
they have no merit in them as being imperfect, and as nothing 
can juſtifie us but a perfect righteouſneſs, ſo we cannot be jul- 
tified by the law of Moſes, neither ceremonial or moral. But 
ſome I know would be ready to object and ſay, was not Abra- 
ham our father juſtify by works? it is true the Apoſtle James, 
2, 21, puts this queſton, and in his ſenſe it muſt be anſwer- 
ed in the affirmative ; But I find that St. Paul ſays, Rem. 4, 3 
Abraham believed God and it was counted te him for righteouf- 
neſs, and 2d verſe, If Abraham was juſtifed by works, he had 
whereof to glory but not before God ; you will be ready to ſay 
(my brethren) that theſe ſeem to claſh with one another; it is 
only ſeemingly, not really; they were both diftated by the ſame 
ſpirit and therefore not really contradiftory. They are eaſily 
reconciled if we underſtood St. Paul's ſpeaking of Abraham's 
juſtification before God, which only by faith apprehending the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and St. James of his juſtification before 
men, or juſtifying his faith before men, and making it 
by his works that it was genuine; and that this is the true ſenſe 
is plain from the inſtance the Apoſtle brings of Abraham offer- 
ing up his ſon Iſaac, Abraham was juſtified 25 years before this; 
that is before God, but by this noble act of his he made it really 
manifeſt that his faith was genuine; but that we are not 
juſtified by works, or the deeds of the law, before God, ſeems 
to be the opinion of St. James, as well as St. Paul, James 1, 
18, 2, 5, 5, 20. Further to reconcile theſe two Apoſtles, 
we ſhould conſider that they are not ſpeaking of the ſame things 
(as I have already ſhewn) nor to the ſame perſons, St. Paul is 
ſpeaking in his Epiſtles of the Rom, and Gal. againſt thoſe in- 
daizing teachers that were mixing works with faith in the mat - 
ter of juſtification ; and St. James had to do with thoſe that 
had made wrong uſe of the Apoſtle Paul's doctrine, and were 
turning the grace of God into wantonneſs, that ſinned be. 
cauſe grace abounded ; fuch were the gnoſticks like the liber- 
tines of our age. But as Mr. Burkit expreſſes it, What 
God has joined, none muſt divide ; and what he has divided, 
none mult join.” That is, God having divided faith and 
works in our juſtification, none muſt join them ; and joined 
them in the lives of juſtified perſons, and therefore none muſt 
| ſeparate 
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them. Thus I have endeavoured to prove, that none 
can be juſtified by the law of Moſes; but how then muſt 
man be juſtified before God ? The anſwer is at hand in the 
words of our text, By him, all that believe are juſtified, &c, by 
him, that is by Chriſt; this is confirmed by other ſcriptures, 
Rom. 3, 21 #hen the Apofile had ſaid, by the deeds of the law, 
c. he adds, but now the righteouſneſs of God without the law, 
Oc. 24, being juſtified freely, &c. from thele ſcriptures taken 
together we may ſee how we mult be juſtified, that is by Chriſt ; 
I might indeed obſerve that our juſtification, ſtrictly ipeaking, 
or ſentence of abſolution is from God, and this of his tree grace 
and mercy, being juſtified freely by his grace , but this is by 
Chriſt, in Chriſt, or upon the account of Chriſt ; thro? the 
redemption that is in Jefus : But I ſhall more particularly ſhew 
how we are juſtified by Chriſt. (1) With reſpect to the par- 
don of fin, which is included in our juſtification ; this is by 
Chriſt, and could not poſſibly be any otherway ; I have before 
ſhewed, it could not be had by any thing we could do; no, 
God had deterrained he would never pardon fin, but with ho- 
pour to his juſtice, as well as mercy ; and therefore could not 
pardon it, unleſs full ſatisfaction was firſt made; but as his 
love inclined him to ſave rebellious man, ſo he was pleaſed to 
provide a way, wherein he might be juſt, and yet the juſtifier 
of his people; and this was by ſetting forth Chriſt as a pro- 
pitiation, or propitiatory ſacrifice, Rom. 5, 25, Him hath God 
fet forth, &c. thro faith in his blood to declare his righteouſneſs 
for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt ; he gave himſelf an offering 
for ſin, Is. 53, 10: Cor. 5, 21, he hath made him to be fin, &c. 
a fin offering; a propitiatory ſacrifice, by which the frowning 
face of God is calmed, juſtice ſatisfied, and the hand writing 
of ordinances that was againſt us, and contrary to us, is ta- 
ken out of the way being nailed to the croſs, Col. 2, 14, and 
ſo there is away made for par Jon of ſin, and we may truly ſay 
as the Apoſtle in the verſe preceding our text, Be it known to 
you, &c. that thro' this man is preached the forgiveneſs of ſins : 
Acts 10, 43, To him gave all the Prophets, &c. Col. 1, 14, 
1 whom we have redemption, thro' his blood the forgiveneſs of 

ns, Eph. 1, 7. 

Now Chriſt bearing the ſins of his people on the tree, being 
wounded for their tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for their iniqui- 
ties ; enduring the wrath of God, and the curſe of the law up- 
on their account ; they are now ſet free, their tranſgreſſions 
are forgiven, and their fins covered; fin being imputed to 
Chriſt, their ſubſtitute is no longer imputed to them ; bleſſed 
be God for his unſpeakable gift! But further, in order that 


our perſons may be accepted with God, there is need of ie 
act ive 
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active obedience, he fatisfied the preceptive part of the law as 
ſo 


well as the penal, both were neceſſary to be done before we 
could be juſtificd legally ; a criminal may be pardoned, and 
yet not be received into the favour of his judge; fo had Chriſt 
only purchaſed a pardon by his death, and not brought in a 
righteouſneſs adequate to the demands of the law that ſtands in 
force ſtill; we could not have been accepted with God; but 
this he has done; by his active and paſſive obedience he has 
puniſhed tranſgreſſion, made an end of fin, and brought in an 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. 9, 24, And this righte- 
ouſneſs being imputed to us by virtue of our union with Chrift, 
we are thereby juſtified legally before Cod from all things, from 
which we could not by the law of Moſes. 

But what are theſe things from which we are juſtified ? this 
was the third thing I propoſed to ſhew ; now this expreſſion 
may include all immunities and privileges that juſlified per- 
ſons are favoured with ; they are juſtified from all things, and 
we may alſo add juſtified to all things. I have already touched 
upon theſe, but ſhall conſider them more particularly, (1) 
They are juſtified from all things, from all ſin, I mean, with 

regard to the guilt of it, this is taken away; he now beholds 
no iniquity in Jacob to puniſh it with his vindictive juſtice ; 
no, they are freed from all fin, their warfare is accompliſhed 
and their iviquity forgiven, having received at Chriſt's hands 
double for all their ſins, Iſ. 40, 2, They are juſtified from all 
things ; from all ſin, if we ſay paſt, preſent, and to come, it 
muſt be underſtood with ſome limitation. hoſe that are juſti- 
fied actually receive the remiſſion of fins paſt, and hereby en- 
tering into a ſtate of favour with God, have ſufficient ſecuri 
that all future ſins ſhall be _ pardoned, and that they ſhalj 
be finally acquitted at the day of judgment; For whom he ju/- 
tifies, them he alſo glorifies, Rom. 8, 30. In this ſenſe 2. 
ſpeak of a three-fold juſtification, an initial, a progreſſive, and 
: by initial I underſtand that which we are made par- 
takers off, when we are firſt united to Chriſt by a true faith, 
when we receive the remiſſion of fins that are paſt ; by pro- 
greſſive juſtification, I underſtand that which after the 
miſſion of freſh ſin, we are made partakers off, having 
ſenſe of Gad's pardoning love and mercy, and putting forth a 
freſh act of faith on a crucified Jeſus, we are again accepted 
with him; by final, I mean, that which all believers 
made off at the day of judgment, when 
openly acquitted and abſolved before angels and men; indeed, 
as to God there is no time paſt, preſent, or to come ; and there- 
fore it muſt in him be one act; but as to us, and the ſenſe of 
jt, it may fitly be conſidered in the ſenſe before . 
| | e 


(10 
We may add further, he is juſtified from all things, not only 
from the guilt of ſin, but from the power of it; he is no longer 
under the law but under the grace, and therefore fin ſhall not 
have dominion, Rom. 6, 14. Yea from tbe flavery and tyranny 
of Satan and the World, Satan gained his empire of fin, and 
as fia is rooted out and mortified, ſo Satan's kingdom in us de- 
creaſes proportionably ; and as we know that whom he juſti- 
fies them he will ſanctify in order to glorify, ſo we know that 
the God of peace will bruiſe Satan under the feet of all that are 
juſtified ſhortly, Rom. 16, 20, And then we may add fur- 
ther, they are juſtified to all things ; reconciliation, peace 
with God, adoption, ſanctification and glorification, are all 
conſequent upon it; God is their God; Jeſus is their faviour, 
their mediator, their interceſſor; the tioly Ghoſt their ſancti 
fler and comforter ; the Holy Angels their protectors and guar- 
dians ; the Saints their companions; and Heaven their inhe- 
Titance, O happy ſtate ! Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of them whom God juſtifies ? But who are theſe bleſſed per- 
ſons! Are all ſo; no, who are they? This was the fourth 
thing I propoſed to ſhew, the anſwer is in the text. All that 
believe ; by him all that believe are juſtified, c All ſuch, whe- 
ther Jew or Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free ; if 
they believe in Chriſt they are juſtificd, and ſhall not come into 
condemnation ; it is faith that is alone inſtrumental in our juſti- 
fication, being juſtified by faith we have peace with God, Rom. 
5, 1. and Rom. 4, 9. We ſay that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteouſneſs, not that faith as it was conſidered 
any work or act of his, was the matter of his righteouſneſs, for 
certainly not faith itſelt, nor any act of imperte& obedience, 
can be the matter of our juſtification before God; but as it 
is faith that-is the only unĩtirg grace which unites to Ghriſt, 
and that whereby we receive and reſt upon him alone for ſal- 
vation, and by thus becoming one with him, and becoming 
members of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones, Eph. 5, 
30. | His rightcouſneſs becomes ours, and upon that account we are 
Jujtified before God, Rom. 3, 21, 22. For tbe righteouſneſs 
of God without, &c. Even the righteouſneſs of God which is by 
Jaitb of Feſus Chriſt, dc Some indeed, ſay, that the righte- 
oulneis af Chriſt was ours before faith, (and conſequently 
Juliified before faith) ours in reſpect of right, becauſe in the 
intention both of the Father and Son it was performed for us; 
but it'is certain it is not ours in reſpect of poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment, we have not the knowledge of it before, and therefore 
(as we ſay) not actually juſtified before faith; and hence we are 
taid to habe the righteouſneſs of Chrift imputed to us by faith, 
becauſe we cannot know or diſcern that it is imputed * by 
ait 
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faith; and therefore before we can have any actual ſenſe ot our 
reconciliation and peace with God. Ve muſt believe, being 
Jufſtified by faith, we have peace with God, thro our Lord, &c. 
and rejoice in the hope of the Glory of God. Rom. 5, 1. What 
this faith is or wherein it conſiſts, I ſhall ſhew very briefly, with 
its antecedents and conſequents. As to the act of faith or be- 
lieving it is a receiving of Chriſt, and reſting upon him alone for 
ſalvation ; a receivit a whole Chriſt, with the whole foul 
a whole Chriſt as prophet, prieſt, and kiag, with the whole 
ſoul, the underſtanding, the will, and the affe ions ; but al- 
ways before the foul is brought thus to receive Chriſt, there is 
a kind of preparatory work, or ſomething antecedent ; t«.is is 


illumination, conviction and compunction. It is the burden of 


fin felt that brings the ſoul to Chriſt, but you know without 
conviction no compunction, and without illumination no con- 
viction. Therefore, the way that God takes to bring ſinners 
to Chriſt that they may be juſtified by him is by his illuminat- 
ing ſpirit, by the preaching of the word, to open their blind 
eyes, to ſhew them what they are by nature and practice, whi- 
ther they are going, and what their ſtate will be if perſiſted in, 
and then will follow the convincing ſpirit, convictions will faſten 
on their minds, theſe arrows will ſtick faſt in their hearts. The 
hw ſays, ſuch and ſuch things are ſins, and conſcience ſays, 
thou art guilty, thou art the man, thou art the woman ; ſuch 
are pricked to the heart like St. Peter's hearers, Acts 7, 37. 
And when it is thus, then will follow a deep compunction of 
ſoul, as they, crying out men and brethren, what ſhall we do? 
Or, like the publican, God be merciful to me a ſinner, now 
there will be ſelf trying, ſelf accuſing, ſelf condemning. As 
the prodigal, father I have ſinned, c. Then with David they 
will ſay with tears, Againſt thee on'y have, c. Pf. 5. I ac- 
knowledge my tranſgreſſion, and my fin is ever before me. Then 
they will fay, O Lord if thou ſbouldeſt mark iniquity I could not 
fand before thee, Pi. 130, 3. My ſins are great, numerous, 
highly agravated, I deſerve to be for ever caſt out of thy pre- 
ſence, and be baniſhed to hell; bu# O Lord hear, © Lord for- 
give, O Lord hearken, and do, for thy name's ſake, Dan. , 19. 
Yea, for Chriſt's ſake, I hear, tho' I am vile and ſinful, thou art 
merciful ; with thee there is plenteous redemption, Pf. 1 30, 7. 
Tho' I am wounded by fin, all over leprous, there is balm in 
Gilead, there is a phyſician there ; I am filthy and poluted, 
there is a fountain opened to waſh in; I am now convinced 
E am a finner, a murderer, yet I hear there is a city of 
refuge; I am blind and ignorant, but I hear Chrift has the 
words of eternal life ; I cannot make any fatisf2Ation for my fn, 

but I hear Chriſt has made reconciliation for iniquity ; I have no 


C 2 righteoulneſs 


as 


righteouſneſs but what is like filthy rags, but I 
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5 ; and that 


his feet, begging for mercy, and if I periſh, 

I now look unto thee (O my Saviour will the foul ſay) thou 
juſt ſach a one as I want, I receive thee with arms for 
my prophet, prieſt, and king; I now yield myſelt to thy 
teaching, I now am willing to be ſaved, and ruled by thee, 
make me thy own for ever; and oh ! my brethren, when the 
ſoul is thus brought to touch the hem of Chriſt's garment, it 
will pad virtue come out of him to heal it of his diſeaſes ; thus 
putting forth the hand of faith it ſhall ſoon know what it is to 
be juſtified from all things. Thus is this faith ordinarily 
wrought in the ſoul of all thoſe that are truly juſtified. But 
it may not be amiſs perhaps, if I briefly hint at the conſequents 
of this faith, that is true juſtifying faving faith ; there are va- 
rious kinds of faith, and but one faving, therefore we had 
need to examine narrowly leſt we be miſtaken. (1) This faith. 
if it be right will take us out of ourſelves and every creature 
to God in Chriſt. (2) 1 we bave this juſtifying faith it will 
work by love, Gal. 5, 6. (3) Where this is in the foul it will be 
heartily willing to part with all in the world, rather than fur - 


Sake Chriſt that overcomes the world, 1 John 5, 4. Both the 


imiles and the frowns of it. (4) It is always attended with 

works, for it purifies the heart, and changes the life, ſuch are 
new creatures; faith unites to Chriſt, and all that are in Chriſt 
are new creatures, 2. Cor. 5, 17. Have new thoughts, ſpeak new 
words, and perform new actions; are renewed after the image 
of God in righteouſneſs and holineſs, and are adorning the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things, Titus 2, 10. Such are 


denying ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, and ing to live 
ſeberly, righteeuſly, and gedly, in this preſent evil world, Ti. 2, 


12. And whoever thus believes on Chriſt, whoever has thus 
been enlightned, convinced, converted, and brought to Chriſt 
to receive him as offered in the Goſpel, here given up them- 
ſelves to him in an everlaſting covenant to be his ſubjects and 
ſervanis to their lives end, have found peace with God, and con- 
ſcience, and are now living to him that died for them ; ſuch are 
certainly juſtified from all things, from which they would not 
be juſlified by the law of Moſes. I now come, in the fifth 
place, to make ſome improvement of this important ſubject ; I 
think it is a very important one, if we are ignorant of it, we 
are no Chriſtians, And from what has been ſaid, I infer, firſt, 
the great folly, madneſs, the fin of all thoſe that are ſeeking 
juſtification, by the deeds of the law, that are thinking to 
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be ſaved by their own little performances; of theſe there are ſe- 
veral ſorts ; ſome of the more ignorant and profane, if they 
have a good thought, or a good wiſh now and then, think will 
be ſufficient; they will tell us they have good hearts, and hope 
to be ſaved : Alas! vain man, or woman, when wilt thou be wiſe ? 
What is thy heart? A ſink of fin, deceitful and deſperately 
wicked ; and ſuppoſe it was good (which it cannot be without 
true faith in Chriſt) while thou art ignorant of the true way of 
falvation by Chriſt, thou art not juſtified, and therefore in a ſtate 
of condemaation : Others will, perhaps, go further; they will 
perhaps keep ſtrictly to their Church, or Meeting, on the 
Lord's days; read a Chapter or twoin their houſes, perhaps on 
that day, and it may be pray once a week, and all will be well, 
their hearts will be ſincere and hope God will accept them ; 
Alas! what is all this, thy pitiful righteouſneſs ; all rags and 
holes; what muſt become of all thy ſins of omiſſion and commiſſion 
committed againſt God every day? Will thy ſerving God a little 
one day in ſeven make amends for them ? No, indeed. By mumb- 
ling over a few prayers, &c. thy conſcience may be a little 
quieted, and thou art at peace, and hopes all is well. 
Bur, O ſinner, deceive not thyſelf, this is a falſe peace, a divi- 
liſh peace, the wound is heal'd too lightly ; I muſt tell you, no- 
thing but the blood of Chriſt, the great ſin offering, ſprinkled 
on thy conſcience by faith, can bring true peace betwixt God and 
thy ſoul; may the Lord undeceive all thoſe that are truſting in 
theſe things ! 

But it may be, that there are others that go further ſtill; 
ſuch as ſeemingly keep the law, both towards God and man, 
are religiouſly devout in all duties, public and private, in faſt- 
ing, praying, reading, &c. and yet for all this may be igno- 
rant of true juſtifying faith in Chriſt, Many have confeſſed 
this (when God by his ſpirit hath opened their eyes) that not- 
withſtanding all their ſeeming devotion, they were ignorant of 


true faith in Chriſt, and a ſenſe of his pardoning forgiving love: 


O the folly, nay the fin of all ſuch that are reſting in a form of 
Godlineſs; it is an aggravated fin, it is making a ſaviour of 
their duties, and taking the crown from Chriſt's head, but he 
will not give his glory to another, he will be all, and ia all, or 
none at all ; if any live and die in this ſtate, their caſe is dan- 
gcrous and deplorable. 

II. We may infer alſo, the great love of God to fallen man, 
that he would give his only fon to be a propitiatory ſacrifice ; 


when no other way would be ſufficient tor our redemption that 


he would part with lim; and allo the love of Chriſt, when no- 
thing leſs than his blood would be ſufficient he williagly gave it y 
may 
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© may we all joy in God thro our Lord Jeſus Chrift, by whont 
we now receive the atonement, Rom. 5. Ii. 

HI. We may infer, the great happineſs of all — 
lieve in Chriſt, they are juſtified from all things; pardon, 
peace, happineſs and heaven are theirs : O ſhould; not this en- 
all thoſe to ſeek after it that have not as yet a ſenſe of 
it; come, O trembling ſinner, I have news for thee this 
day; 1 am commiſſioned to preach forgiveneſs of fin to thee 
in Chriſt's name, it thou will come and look to thy Saviour; 
believe in him, and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; believe in him and thou 
ſhalt be juſtified from all things: Whither wilt thou run for 
help? Wilt thou run to the law? It will condemn thee ; nay, 
come and behold thy bleeding lamb, behold him hung upon 
the tree, caſt thyſelf down at the foot of the Croſs, and reſolve 
if thou periſheſt, thou wilt periſh there, and I am perſuaded 
thou wilt i afſuredly find that joy and peace in believing which 
theorld knows nothing off; O ſinners look to your Saviour ; 
O ſaints rejoice in your Lord, who has bought you with a price, 
and glorify God in your body and in your ſpirit which are his, 
1 Cor. 6, 20. Thus may you and I live to his glory here, 
that we may be glorified with him hereafter, and join the cœæ- 
leſtial choir, in aſcribing bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, to him that fits * and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever, Amen. 
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